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Tells of Voyage
Over Paris and
a Desperate
Sky Engage-
‘ment-—-He Also
Has Served On
the Eastern
Front In the

Air Squadrons
Of the Kaiser
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Phil Wurst
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“While daily dispatches give hints out of the distance far, far below,
1 of such spectacular air battles, in the gray stone lousetops of

Lerse

military
seldom that an ample description of
the feeling and thrills of the avia-
tors as they fight cach other under
the intoxication of the alr, s given

Phil Wurst, an American born in
St. Loulg, Mo., but more recently an
aviator
given a thrilling account of & bat-
tle ip the air with two French air-
ships over Tarig in a

greuater interest (o I

readers and what can

language it is bul

speed

tinct

of the Kaiser's army, has

letter Lo bis

mother, excerpts of which follow

“Dear Mother
again reached my division.
the forenoon 1 went at T— for the
purpose of finding the encmy's po-
sitlon
along as observer aud my
soon carried us to a beight of 5,000
feet above the enemy's positlon, As
expected, we soon were tho olject
of lively firing and sceveral times 1
felt a well-known irembling in the
machine—a slgn
hit one of the wings
hour flight we were
our report to General Herringen at
headquarters and after compliment-
ing us he ordered
roasl chicken and cigars.

A BATTLE IN
THE CLOUDS,

“1 went np again in tho afterpoon

with Major G. We were observing

understood
glanced at the
found 1

would be

Sterrine

French capitol took shape
thing lmpelled me

at 70 miles an hour

The chain of the [orts of St
Montmalr
through the
lars of the Eiffel
directly above

what e

had cnough ol

toward the

Journeyved for a half hour and

and we raced toward the clity

Paris became clearer and more

Montmarte
mist

stand

Parls. The

meant
benzine indicator and
Paris it

SOulh

Some-
Lo increase our

Incredibly rast

Dienis

then the iron pil-
Tower. We
major

ONE OF ENGLANDS HYDROAERO PLANES

¥ What can be o

it ordinary

; arouse more mental speculation than
oné of these dread encounters be-
tween aeroplanes in  the present
European conflict?

er. I nearly went out of my [
began to make the wildest cir in
the air I felt I could do anvihing
There below me the wlille Saered
Heart churel AT the Gare du
Nord,, there Nolre Dame

"The heart of the cnemy secined

defengeless; the prowd gleaming

Seine lay below  m Evervthing

horrible which | always thought of
Paris as possessing. vanished only
an tmpression of the wonderful and
of the preat remained and [ loved

Paris more as i congueror

"Over the house rtops I swune in
Ereat clreles.  Little dots  in (he
slreeis showed me that greal crowds
WEer giathiering They could not

understand how a German could

Thank God 1 bave

During

Ober-Licutenant K went

bipline

that & sghot had /
After a three-

able o Eive

us 1o be given

the English and French reireat and

it seemed they were moving toward

ponta

he slowly turns to me
self from the seatl and shouts, “Hur-

Paris.
Paris.—The Bavariun afficer
shrieked something to me. Though rah."

the motor almos! drowned his voice

below

“And 17

with Lig fingers

From slheer

ralses hjm-

Joy, moth-

WA AEROPLANE BUILT IN PARIS

handle the Freach uyvention
skilfully than the
gelves. They
It was- fineg They viry had
shots. 1 felt Lke dropping a beomb

moro
French them-
begun to shoot at us

werse

FOR® RUS S| A—

—nol to kill them, but simply 1o seo
gomething blown up. Then from the
direction of Juvisy came a Fronch
monoplane. As it wos more gwifi

than my biplane, | bad to turn and

AN AVIATOR DROPRPING TO DEATH

Iry 1o escsn bavarian com-
rade prepared my ride and seized
{1 nistal
DUEL IN
THE MIST
i Frenchman approached closer
i closer I attempted 1o reach the
srotecting clouds at 6,000 fept, but
my pursuer flew swifter than we,
ever nearer and nearer Suddenly
I bwcame aware of a second olono-
1l onls W vards awas It at-
templed to block my path Wa had
10 act I shot at the airman abead
Of 5 The a turn and the major
He shot  once, fwice
Limes The enemy’'s machine,
which was now next 1o us .|:|'.|_'. K]
{ away, toppled, tilted upward
and then fell to the ground like
stone But our other pursucy al-

balls meant dealth to me

“The machine reared up

Jor seemed Lo rear 1o his feet Biood
wae pouring from his shoulder. “he
covering of the wings was tattered
The motor buzzed and roared as be-

fore, but the screw was missing My

machkine began sinking to earth, 1
succeeded in gliding 2nd threw my
plane down into  the waods The

branches and treetons
splinters
of wihat

When 1

and then no longer dwar

was EoIing on around md

regained copsciousness 1 was lving

wext  to Major (M on Lhe [orest

ground surrounded by a

GGerman regservisis

the machine they had forced them-
s¢lves Into the forest in small nitm-

Major G

bers 1o save us

4
o

WAR PLANE WITH SREEL OF

100 MILES PER HOUR

most wWas oo top of us and shot at

ug with pistols Cloge 1o the gas

lever a bullet hit the fuselage. Then

mmpennrable fog hid *us from the

eneny I could hear 1he bugs of his
motor grow fainter and fainter
"When we again emerged from the
Eray ocean of clouds it woas twilight
behind and on

Wil suddenly, bofor

thie sides white smoke clouda ap-
peared, and then bursting shrapnel
S Aving above ths

Lion,

epemy s posl-
directly exposed Lo
Devil with it

wWo wWoro
their artillery fire
The fire grow

the tremble that the machine was

WOrse I knew [rom

gotting blow upon blow It never

cntered my mind that those shrapnel

removed to the nearest hospital 1
only recelved a crughod leg’
Phil Wurst’'s greatest deed, Low-

Lodz

Russians, and

ever, was Uying ovel thea o
posscgsion  of i
dropping bombs Ity the electri

plant which left the Russians 1o
fear withour lHahts One day when
General von Hindenberg's army was
advancing on Lodz, the Polish g ao-
ufacluriog city, the staff decided that
to plunge the chiy inoth darkness
would be (o create panic among Lhe
Russian

soldiers and Iohabitants

They sent for Phil Wurst, who
through his daring had earned the
nick-nanie; “The Crazy Dulch-

man,"

I'he Ma-

craghod to

I struck the steering fear

Recogniving

had to be

and a Nicupore
aeroplanes are
tors made by the
and the
General Electric Company
them are capable
from 80 to 835 miles an hour; some
can go over 80
about
and they can carry more bombs. '

"Destroy the ecieciric lig‘hl plant
at Lodz,” were his orders. “Jawohl,"
wias his terse reply

Fhil Wurst climbed into his al-
hutross machine and flew across Po-
land toward Lodz. The Russian ar=-
tillery fired shrapnel at him. But
Wurst was out after an Iron Cross
and kept right on. Above Lodz he
made some observations., Ha flew
one way and then turned to get the
of the wind. He took his
altitude and then made a calculation
fn which he figured the velocity of
the wind and the speed of his bomb
It to!d him exactly
haow much allowance he had to make
for the wind. Then he circled over
~.ant of Lodz.

My first bomb,” ho afterwards re=-
ported, “missed Tt only hit the
workshop., The second bomb hitl the
dyvnamos. Oh, it was fine”

lLadz darkness for nine
daye and after the Germans cap-
fured it it took them a week to re-
palr the electric light plant

GERMANY'S
A\EROPLANES,

Before this war began those whi
took an iotercst in military affairs
thought of Germany's air forces in
terms of Zeppeling. It was acknowl-
cdged that Germany had some arro-
planes, but publicly she had naot
done very much with them. 0On De-
cember 1 last year, Count, von Ar-
Filving Corps, told me
that Germuny bhad 1,500 aeroplanes,
being turned

velocity

1o the ground

the electric

was in

min, of 1h

and that more were
out every day
ks of the war and the

Then some

\ few we
Taube was a scosation.
i the high-powered Frenchh monos
plancs gol after it and the Germans
torsook the Taube, But every news-
aper siill reports any German yero-
As 4 matter of

plane as a Taube

fact, Germany has practically ziveun
Taube. The machines tha

are the Alba-
An otficer

that the Taupo

upy the
are being used now
1ross and Fokian Moihe
Oying corps lold m
cannol climb Iast enough

The Taube is 4 munoplane. The
Albatross the new Geérmano Ma-
clhine, Is hall biplape and half mop-
oplan It 18 exactly hke a modo-
save [or .he

plane 0 appearanpce,

fact thart It has Iwoe wingas wlera
ihe Taube had one To the

ibserver’s

ong
tapering fusclage., the
and driver's comparimenta set oune

belhind the other, the machine bas

fhe famiilar appearance of a Bleriot

These new German
equipped with mo-

denz, Mercedes
equivalent of the
Most of
of the speed of

German

They can climb
twice as fast as the Talube,




